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such hardships?" I asked an American woman, forty
years of age, single, who in a middle western city in
the United States had occupied an important post as
a welfare worker.
"Because," she answered, "as an unmarried woman
things offend me here less than they do at home."
There is in the Soviet Union and in the Russian lan-
guage no equivalent for the words Miss and Mrs. Nor
is there such a distinction in the mind of the Russian.
Woman is a female citizen. I emphasize the word
female because the Russian language denotes the dis-
tinction between sexes by the suffix added to the root
of a word. A male citizen is Grazhdaww and a female
citizen Grazhdawfefl. If she is young and pretty a
female citizen will be addressed as Grazhdawoc&fetf,
which means "little citizen" and is a form of expression
showing special liking or affection for a person.
But there are no distinctions in business or in social
life to denote a woman's past or present family or
sexual status. Sex in the Soviet Union is decidedly a
private matter with which neither the state nor your
neighbor is in the least concerned. The only time a
Russian does begin to interest himself in a woman's
family status is when she appeals to him and he wishes
to make sure that she has no husband before he begins
to pay court, or to propose marriage to her.
Questions of purity, chastity, however do not exist
for the Russian youth. Whatever his own experience
has been in the matter just such an experience he ex*